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'-Ll..uub er_ Up And Dorm UtIle. 

About 187 2 John Kel.li son wh o I1vcdbetwcen Bu ckeye and ilatoga and 

ncar th mouth of Beaver Creek built an Up And Down sawmill near' the mouth 

of Eeay 6 r CrCClt,he having installed an overshot water wheel in_ Beaver CreEk 

t hat made his power. 

, 

He s awed for oth.e:n people as weill. as hilr.sBlf BO it was mo re or l e es 

a custom mill as f a r mers would take in a l oad of l ogs and ge t a load of lu~ 

ber,this mill WEB in operation for many yEar s and rrlBny of our olde r buildings 

were eithe r made fr om l umbe r sawed on this mill or the many other up & down 

mills that were in operation in pocahontas County from about 1850 on up to 

the time when. the Circular mill ca me in to operat ion. 

AnotheD Up & Doml mill was ov:ned and operated by James A McClure of 

nEar 'IVa.toga as he lived where B.C Hayes now llves,he had his mill up Beaver 

Creek abou.t rt m11 es and . ·as in operation about the same time as the Kellisal 

mill or a little aft er.At this day and time the Ox' team played a very imp_ 

ortlUlt part in the development of Pocahontas County as they were used on th1! 

farm en d also used to log our first saw m111s this _s particularly· true with 

the McClure mill as they "ere used t ·o do. the skidd1ng also used by farmers 

to haul logs either· on wagons or sleds to the mill to have them sawed and 

today we find many of our dlder· houses and barns of TIatoga and near there 

built from lumber sawed on one of the up & down miDls.The timber cut at th-

at time was mostly soft wood namely 17hite Pine and Hemlock. 

Information.Johm B Buckley.Buc:keye.W.Va. 
Jake B Simmons. Watoga. I I 

Edgar L Smith. Watoga. II 
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J os eph F And \ralentln e C" ckley 
Q, O\'nlC rs of t h e g J:ce.t er part of what 18 

~j llpo1nt and at that time '~- own "B 
'-' I c:. Cnckley Town no doubt btii lt the up-

dorm mill that opernt e d at this place about r500. In 18 34 Joseph & Va1.ent­

iJle Cac kley sol d t his mill property to Sampson L Mathews who had the saw m1 ll 

in operation for s everal. years end in 186 5 this property ,vas Bo ld by Ann U. l!.a­

thews, :-:1111nm H llcClintic and his wife t.~ary Ann to I saac u.cNee l. who continued 

to hav e this mill in operation. 

Th is mill was run by '18.ter , power from the rac!_that -=~~ended from --- ----- --
the one that furnishes pOiler to run the grist ml1,l ... ~?~ where th-e present-

~-* State Road is located and to th.e :nun. where tlle aid store bouse no. stands_ and 

it was at thill point- that the Up and Down mUl operated 1'y the CackleYB,then 

by Mathe,·,s and laBtlY, by rBlmC McNee l who employed Joseph Shax:p to operate the 

mi:ll,he \vas origina.lly from Elk . All the owner.s of this mill sawed f or themse_ 

well as custom sawing . 

In IS7S Millard F Ruckman and hill br other James R hauled l ogs to 

this mill rllth. oxen UBing only the front .. heels of a wagon to support the logs 

the other. end dragging on the gr ound and it was from these logs that the lum­

roas sawed that bui lt part of the Millard F Ruckman house in which his ·.'I1:dolr 

Eliza Rucl'.man reside", with her.' son \7.Q RuckmBn . llany of the older- houses of Li_ 

tt-Ie Lev:e lB Distr i ct Welle b~lt from lumber sarred on. t-hts old mi'llj and today 

re find a number of houses i n what was at one time Cackley Town that are grou-

led toget her becaUBe of the Milling operations that took place there ~ 

the never failing water-power. 

This mill rlas operated =t11 the Circular m1ll took 1ts place in 

,so 
Informat ion -J . R Ruckman lH Upoint . W. Va.~agg1e and Early Ruckman Ll iu.I01:CJ 

Records ~rlinton.W.Va. 
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In J858 and 1890 Andre" ;VooddCll of Stoney Creek eawed f'or Gay & 

on Laurel Crcek ,one set was at the John Adam hacking,one aet at the 

Henry Shearer plao e and one set on the bead waters o~ Stoney Creek,Gay & pe_ 

t~8 had bought this timbQr and hod wooddel l to manufacture it for t hem . 

Auburn Friel was aawyer,J LU.ther McNeill was fireman and John Galf-

ord d1d a good portion of the skldding,they had camps at each o~ the sets 

and the l umber 1'1'as all e ither wagoned or put on sleds and haul.ed to near t be :' 

entrance to the fair ground and there put into the Greenbrier River and 

J 
rafted to Ronceverte where it was shigped to many, different sections of the 

country. 

At this time Oxen we~e used very extensively as they not only did 

moet of the farm work but lote of the saw mille of this time were logged 

wi th oxen and after the lumber., was SB.\ved it was loaded on wagons or sleds 

dxawn by ox en. 

About all the timber cut by and for Gay and peters was Ash and Che_ 

rry and this was cut mostly where it was easily gooten for at this time 

timber was plentiful and cheap_ 

rnformat1on.J.Lutber MoNefll Marlinton.W.Va. 
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About I 904 .Liller and Si mmons of' Pa . w£re opcratins a heading mill 

on ,Oiney 1..0unta in,this was on the Cranberry Viney wt . road • 

This wa e ek idd£d by Chandler Crookshanks and Richard(Dick) 
th e headi and GEor c·e oean move d ng 1','as hau~.ed to see-ber t by hor ses and wagons Co> 

h i team besides a good portion o'f it and Was assiste d by D. P sullivan and B , 

5.C ::ayes and h iB team . 

Inf-B . C Haye8. Lallpo1nt.~'1 .Va. 

I /4 the timber from the Charle s 13 I In 1906 & ar The Stauffer Bros . of Fa . sawed 

S Et on the seebert road nea r tee l place at the yop of thE seebe rt hill, also a 

're 11illis Ti bbs no" livEs . Skidded by I.N Clutter of Lob" l1a. 

In I9C5 & C6 John Campbe ll had aj!'set sawed baving bougbt tbe George 

ad"nen timber, tbis !Vas sawed by Jame s Sydenstr1cker and skidded by S.J Pa-

1901 & Q2 J obn A SYdenstr1cke r(Big J obn )sawed for S.J Payne ,the mill 

in what is no" seebert and near wbere the Post Off ice now is, the property 

owned by GEor ge Patrick. This was thE Sallie Clende n e n timber, t h 1.s was 

dOd by I.L Sm1th,LBvid Gladwell and Houston Thomas.The boardind house was 

land no" occupied by Charlie Carpenter. 

These lumbe r operations helped greatly with the g rovrth of Seeoert as 

on the R R and the shipping point for all the lowelt part of Pocahontas 
,as today all 

the lumber that is manufaotured in t h is sect ion is ship_ 

1on- Ll.E Jones.SE:ebert~IY.Va. 
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I",ounty AIIO\'ntJ1 c O und Bmount Collected 

from :a j tbr1!les 

At 0. tflrm of 00urt held on June b , 1938 the mer.'tDers of 

the C lUlt:,' oourt prooeede d to lay t Ile c.:oun t :;r levy ond mnde 

the fl)11 0",,1 116 allowBllues to-wi t; 

lEBec l •• ooJ.' e. roa d. c.:lc.lm six days ;; 75 cents--. .,4 . 50 

':;nmuel I¥ey . rood c l 11.10 '1 nays 6 . 25 

Alexcnder u11111an. laId wolf scalp---- -- -- -lO.OO 

Adam Arbogas t, u - -- -- --- - -lO.OO 

.John uor r1son • :3 old r ed fox sunlps --- - ------ - J .. OO 

Joel liill. :3 young red IOX sclllps- -- - ------ 1.50 

Tbo!:1as \-;ood.dell. road clnim 2 da:,'s ---------- 1. 50 

.John liolc':leel. road clli im 6 dp..~l S -- ----- -- - 4 . 50 
alE.o for team and driver 1 eta:; on rond --- - 1 . 25 

o.Jheriff ror public serN:[ce ?~ . 00 

uoilor I~r public e er~l~e --- -------- -- ----- 50 . 00 

uathew .r:dmiston, attorney for v0J:1monwealth-- -100 . OO 

i 'here we re B lot of other claims ror r oad work . ,",'olf end foy. 
totf'l 

s...: alps, etc. to t~e r [lt1 0Wlt of :". 620.21J 

"it is ordered that the "herif! of the cmIDlOY collect' 

of t h e 7'/0 if thO-bles the sun of tiC$- ceuts e c. ch Pond pey th~ 

From-- vourt Order ~ook 3 pugs 9f. 

J.~ote- -- ·l.·his " ,'eEl aODe each year unti l t he Cjy11 hur, after 

the ":ll1" o:Jnerl!fs we re ordered t o collect the allov:sDC8S 

but DO ment ion i s mEae of colle..,;tin(.! i't Trom .J. i thfibles . 



Jlnnpps l.ore c .k. ~\ ood- -now a p urt of Route 28 

As t he ys l l e ;v '~'(iS 1np!"'1vcd Ilud ij elds I 8n ced . the roed 

.,iSS i:e p t on ·wt'le Al lsg'heney rdde of 'the ,alley the greets " pAr t 

of the "JA P. . ~ ) n BCCI)Wlt of the sha de and ice there in wint e r, 

p~ rts of it ,'tere <:hDl1g:cd t'rom time to time until the entire 

r')a d n .1 S r.le de on the opposite s i de of the ~nl ley . ',rhe l est 

change r:as mc.de E'.b out f Ol"ty yeers ngo uy two col ored J:len , 

Je.cob j{evnel . and ~indrev: DaU[;herty of l'"ros t. 

The sta te re - g r ede d t h e road in 1 .) 23 T!lsJ~ing i t much r rjder 

to a ccommoda te the i n creased traffic . 

:jee r eport for Llay 10 for a history of nout e 28 . 

J:I '!"oo--uistory of Knapps I...'r'eek Comrr:uni t y 
b;l 1.1is8 .b;ni d Harper 


